Joy to the World
Composed and set by Handel & Mason

Arranged 2012 for brass choir, timpani, and SATB vocals by Klaus Smedegaard Bjerre
This arrangement is based on Mason’s setting, which with very little deviation is heard in the SATB choral lines of verses ##1 & 4. Verse #2 splits the S & A voices and remixes the lines of the Mason setting. Verse #3 is for SATB solo voices in a freely embellished remix of the original setting. Before and between the verses are instrumental pre- and interludes. 
In the Epilogue after the 4th verse the first half of the prelude is used as an introduction to the full hall joining the choir & ensemble by singing the 1st verse in unison. Several instruments support the unison line, whereas others play the two counterpoint lines. The big moment of the performance comes, when the conductor shall wave the hall off before the short final statement by the choir & ensemble. Depending on the temperament of your conductor, you may watch some very convincing throat-cutting pantomime, which however shall not influence your playing or singing. Hence the strong markings in the parts and in the vocal score.

The ensemble consists of these instruments, none of which are optional:
4 trumpets

4 French horns

3 tenor trombones

bass trombone 
contrabass tuba
timpani in Eb & Bb

All the way from the beginning through bar #114 the trumpets and the horns are treated as natural instruments in Eb. That is: the trumpet parts might be performed on Eb baroque trumpets or even on Eb cavalry trumpets, and the horn parts might be played on Eb natural horns. The absence of a true leading note is reflected in the ‘wrong’ usage of the 7th partial of the said natural instruments. These notes shall not be played in a subdued way.
For practical purposes (readability) the conductor’s score has the trumpets written in Bb, the horns in Eb, and the tenor trombones in tenor clef concert. The trumpet parts are provided in Bb. The horn parts come in F and in Eb. The 4th horn part even comes in Bb basso allowing for a substitution by a baritone. The tenor trombone parts come in bass clef concert, in tenor clef concert, and in Bb treble clef. The bass trombone part comes in bass clef concert. The contrabass tuba part comes in bass clef concert and in BBb treble clef. The timpani part comes in bass clef concert. With the right distribution of these parts it will be possible for instruments reading treble clef after the British brass band tradition to form the ensemble.
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